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<Vipr,rts  ask  Why  did'nt  Jews  in  Germany  use  the  fist? 

OO^I   »t    t  .  loll  P.P»1atio„  of  4  -111-  «»»S«o^ 

S «  1 1  ^  «™1«  «.  I.tM»8s  oh.„geo.oo«loh  o^oM.  ?. 

forementioned  »Reichsbanner«  was  organized  for  t *  SW  districts 

,  at  the  end  of  the  ^^^^S^  groups  were 

of  Berlin  the  ^^.participatimg  in  street 

-verjudefM  was  one  of  many  wearing  clearly>e  last 

.  fights  and  demonstra ting  aga i  et  th.  la. ^  after  the 

huge  Reichsbanner  demonstration  in  the  Berlin  ^ 

^eover.X  saw  many  clocked  hy  police 

there.Lefs  march  to  the  ^^^Xe  last  time  that  1  wore  the^ 
in  truck*  With  mounted  machine  gons.xhat  was  the  a  lake  ai , 

republics  insignia  and  carried  a  truncheon.I  tos.ed  i 

•  v+  t  off.r  few  other  examples    relating  to  the  use  of  physical  streng  . 
mght.I  offer  few  other         P  ^y 

T  freuuently  went  with  him  to  political  raj.xx«    .  ,  , 

'  r«Tof  brown  .hlrts  .1th  .=  right  olooe  oehlnd  »i..Of  ooor.o  that ^. 

£  Wore  ,,55.There»«or  o„oo  wo  w.ro  ao.««  M£M ,  .  - 

pollco.*.e,  I  --"^  "«f  ^  1^  «...  woohs  ot 

the  brown  shirted  3A  was  m  charge  ol  sucn  „ 
•    9  Organized  Jewish  night  patrols  £#  f$  the  ^f^^'-J  . 

Prankfurt/Cder.near  Berlin.We  must  have  heen  some  100  boys  a* ir       P  « 
a  weekend  in  what  must  have  been  a  Jewish  owned  hotel. On  the  way  back  to 
railroad  station  I  made  the  strongest  boys  form  a  rearguard  as  well  as  march 
a^W  of  our  column.*,  were  jeered  by  lots  of  bystandesr  but  not  attacked. 
I  mention  these  few  incidents  to  show  that  civil  courage  was  not  lacking. 
However.it  must  be  understood  that  after  January  1933  the  greets  belonged,  to. 

the  NazisrW-*  4~<~L 


IH  DBFEa  .S  OP  G£BMANJ  JEWISH  RESISTORS.  <2~*.X~t-i.******' 

I  50  years  after  the  Nazi  takeover;  ■  'li 

m  too  often  the  question  arises  why  the  Jews  of  Germany  did  not  even 
try  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Nazis. The  following  answers  are 
offered  by  someone  who  participated  in  efforts  to  combat  the  t*fe  Nazis 
With  hindsight  these  attempts  might  have  been  feeble, too  little, too 
late      But  critic/s  are  challenged  to  tell  u4  what  else  under  the 
circumstances  they:  :would  bate  dbiie  . except  making  foolish  suggestions. 
The  by  far  largest  representation  .o.f  the  then  some  500  000  Jewish 
residents  of  Germany, out  of  a  toal  population;  o^. about- 70  million, 
was  the" Central  Verein  Deutscher  Staatsbuerger  Juedischen  Glaubens." 
Already  before  1930  the  C.V.-for  short-centered  it's  Anti  Nazi  activity 
in  a  separate  organization, called  "Bund  Deutscher  Aufbau" .It 's 
headquarters  were  U  the  Wilhelm  str.  Jn  Berlin, close  to  the  capital's 
government  ^strict. It  wae  chaired  by  the  none  Jewish  Lt .Colonel  of  the 

police,BTOalow.But  '4ke-;'«4|u8il'  :*&&  '*»*  done       a  syn***08  of  theJ*j?" 
Dr.Hans  Reichmann.In  the  summer  of  1930  I  became  a  junior  staff  member 
of  the  Bund. I  was  also  a  student  at  the  Priederich  Wilhelm  University 
of  Berlin,until  I  wae  expelled  from  the  campus  for  "anti  Nazi  activities 
in  spring  of  1933.The  staff  of  the  Bund  wa,.  mixed,Jews  and  none  Jews, 
depending  on  the  task  at  hand. For  instance  we  employed  a  number  of 

•infiltratorswwho  made  almost  daily  reports  to  us. I  remember, for  instance 
a  bespectacled  teacher.Mr.  Fedder,?,who  even  after  the  "Nachtuebernahme" 
remained  in  touch' with  us. This  material  and.',  everything  else  Ve  could 
gather.was  incorporated  into  a  loose/l«*af  handbook ,the*Ani*.  Nazi"which 
was  widely  distributed  to  the  media  and  to  Important  representatives  of 
all  German  political  groups, unions, churches  etc., outside  the  Nazi  fold. 
We    J..0  handled.   .  a  newspaper, "Alarm"f our  answer'  -to  Goebbels  daily?. the 
"Angriff'.We  wrote  articles  for  the  press.under  code  names,of  course. 
We  produced  and  displayed  posters  in  Berlin  and  other  cities, sometimes 
:eo  sensational  that  they  caused  clashes  between  brown  shirted  storm- 

.  troopers  and  the  general  public.Reaction  to  all  that  la  the  Nasi  press 
was  heated, which  means  that  we  hit  the  mark. I  remember  the  name  of  the*, 
printer  Stein, who  printed  all  our  material. 

«y  30b  was  to'  read  about  100  newspapers  and  mark  any  item  which  refered 
to  Hazi-personalitie.8r^Ma6tivitie3.Thesf  were  cut  out  lico^prated 
into  archives  holders. 


together  and  once  more  distributed 
+v,o+  a  weekly  news  release  was  put  togexr.er  «ui 
From  th*t      wee  sexy  u^wo  \jP.of  course,could 

widely.*  also  *  f°"   ^  I  were 

Br   Br.lt»ch.«..«»«r  of  the  Selch3ta(;,mla«  Kano  of  ft.  Berlin  n-oe.,.v 
fnleo  «  -T«a  reri:l  10  poU^  ^--^    .  £ 

^•u    -p-t^o  <n  fhP  archive  were  nurahered  from  one  to 
My  memory  tells  me.  that  the  file*  in  th arch, 

at  least  900  with  suhdivisions  under  each  manner  xme  . 

pencil.thereafter  turning  this  over  to  P  talclng.  ^  folders 

™*  filpd  them  into  the  respective  loicurs.i  dlsu>A  ■ 

ki  mnl  eooopl.,  ono  r  „  !„  a.  or    n^    ^  ,  g  ^  apart„„t. 

Z  Vr^^lS  «Ble  plane  *^M^*„ 

*  shirts  is  -now  with  hindsight-  surprising. Seemingly  while  vorKi  g 
hrown^hirts  is  -nuw  o  ,  +hp  MMachtuehernahmen 
the  thought  had  never  occurred  to  me. Shortly  before  the  Mach 

the  fil*  were  move* fix*  obviously  the  Wilhelmstr.  office  was  given  up. 
?  ee  ^f  very  clearly  sitting  in  a  backroom  of  WW^S 
in  Berlin  still  reading  and  --ringnewspa  perc    P,      ^  gj  ^ 

cabinets  along  the  wall  and  to.  Reichmann's  office  .  Q 

#  the  transfer  of  such  dangerous  ^^^oT.T^llc-  from  my 
I  do  not  know.But  it  was  Emserstr.  and  not  Rankeetr. ^ 

room  in  the  Uhland  str    to  worK.How  ho.e  ^J^g^g  aisapr,eared 

thet  we  loaded  them  on  true* s  i  g^J^g^  *       a  rumor  that  Bome  of  the 

in  the  printing  plant  of  Arnold  Stein. There  was  J 

loads  reached  Switzerland. But  to  my  knowledge  noone  has  ever  se, 

f     ers  after  1933.1  shall  refrain  here  from  further  evalua  ion  o  he 

of  the  Bund.Ky  personal  feeling  was  then  ,nd  still,  ie  that  I  P«««P»*-* 

i^porlnTanti  Li  activities.!  was  always  proud  when  I  saw  our  mater  al  , 

quoted  in  newspapers  and  our  posters  displayed  on  billboards. rfe  mignt  have 

inadvertetly  used  the  swastika  syBbol  too  often  in  our  counter  propaganda 

But  once  more  this  is  hindsight. 


SS     U  £  i  't  •  nf  ,*«  the  C.V.bureau  &  V&ldhrl  had  been  transfer!*  . 

in  the  first  weeks  of  1933  the  c.v  reported  beatings, 

from  the  "Buna-,  was  flooded  hy  Jewish  P    P     *  ^  ^  } 

kidnappings  by  brownshirts  eto.  etc.  <.£  only  a  prelude. 

revolution.Little  did  we  suspect  that  al this  ^ 

The  leading  executives were >  advise  em  t-  ^  <j 

the  disgrace  of  being  beaten  and  dragg      i  abont  wer?; 

staff  members,with  ^^^^wP^eow^  by  the  name  of 
in  the  foitfront..        the  first  repor  g<j 

«m in  ~ri: bi00dy  PuiP  *  w 

ted  these  incidents  to  the  police  0^nm  md  confiscated 

police  came  on  ^  30.  1933^  ^beginning  of  1933. 

this  material  as  .'treasonous'.'  An  other  time;stl11  ^  of  tallfing 

.  |  gr0UP  of  .ewish  ,en  fro,  Ho*,  -^^^.^r  their  back, 
they  reeved  ^^"MS f J&IfcuS2.  phone  until  I  reached,':  . 
I         then  still  «Wf^;f-;Je>He  seemed.  eaaoarrassed  and  promised     .  '  M 
the  Lt.  Governor  of  that  province .ne  *  4.,m4Pal  0f  the  official* 

of  rnurse  nothing  happened, This  gentleman  was  typical  oi  xn 

..ofS*he  old  school, who  either  were      P  Diels,who  was. 

was  the  often  ^oted.telephon^all ^  f  j^J  £  the  transition  period, 
a  turn-coat  and  becaue  t  e  right  hand  of  Go ^      o  tr..nsmit.i**f 
X  had  picked  up  one  of  several  phones  and  listened  in  Br      ie  ^ 
the  "revest.'  of  Goetfring  to  see  CV    eaders  in  h      off    e  > ™^ 
The  fact  that  men  like  wlfried  ^'^*^g^  of  Germ,n  gooi  by;- 
traveled  to  various  world  oapitals  to  call  offth boy ott  °  fc  - 

world  Jewry  is  much  ^^Or^^^W  *  ^  were 
also.But  was  there  really  a  choice.After  all  500  time.Thoae  named 

at  the  mercy  of  Kr.  Goetfring.At  that  time  we  s  rug  outgide  Qf 

Jewish  leaders  ^i:^*he>sponsibility  for  the  Jews 

the  Third  Reich.  .fe+affers  tried  to 

i-  Now  more  on  the  every  day  leveled  ^ere  o*  their 

help.The  various  troops  of  brownshirts  were  identifiable  *y 
.  shirt  collars.Thertwas  also  the  newly  organised  ^  'V 

Goe*ring  etc.  (not  so  much  the  black  uniformed  SU-K  first.)!  learne tt  ~ 
to  coordinate  the  numbers  with  the  lofte.cellars  etc.  which  each  out^t  used 


•  -        t*ll  families  where  theff  loved  ones 
as  .-interrogation"  center.Thus  we  could  tell  ^  credentials  into 

nad  disappeared  ^    g  £  of  .  ,adly  beaten  individual 

8UCn  dens  who  *«"^^g£  a  stateraent  that  they  fell  down  the  stair,- 
Of  ^course  they  always  had  to  taJ<e  a  tlanlcet,  coat  etc.  to 

etc.At  other  time  a  courageou n    ghhor  w  u  ^  ^ 

such  a  place.lf  it  was  accepted.we  knew  t  ^quarters 
alive.For  the  Nazis  kept  hooks.I  myself  went  only  ^ 
Berlin-Alexanderplat,  with  went  t0  Oestapo  head.uar-  ; 

HnbM  frlno  bains  taken  to  a  cell  .etfw.on.  aa»  Hoi  oovered 

♦oSjWB*"*"  r  o    eil*  0„7^»  neara  .ore»ine  of 

tortnrea..Bo™ally  a  collea6ue  went  fining  only  If 

*  r.-^i  L    "  «  LaXly  .nooonterins  two 
„„e  of  the  .Wt.rro6.tor.  relea.a.i  1-a„.Ih.  latt.r 

v„Hltllls,^rr e, :r  *»;;fri:rtai„  .oon-.tranaaatton 
even  came  so«ttimes  to  the      v.  o  himsSlf  for  advancement  in 

of  Hehrew  words  etc. Seemingly  he  was  pr •P^^xaetly  friendly  ^  ^ 
the  newly  organized  Div,  IV. (Jew  De*> '  _  coffe%hop  frequented  hy 

vlSsiveoOnce  1  was  hitting- with  my  tW  f  -  ee    n  ^ 
...  Jews  when  Bichmann.  and.his ^  M  ' 

to  us  and  disregarded  our  tahle.  or      ized  Jewish,  roof 

C.V."-^*-**'^  those  days, sanctioned  6y  econoraic  survival.T5migration, 

representation.the  "Reichsvertretung  ^  hazardous(not  even 

*  in  the  hand,  of  the  pro^*  rem e  y  ^  ^ 

<  -  — *  —  T^r^. "^.Besides  what  choice  was 
jews  in  Germany  could ™tl"Y£         er.  did  not  expect  old  legality  or 
in  routing  this  policy  the  C  V.lead  ^  ^  Qf 

even  mercy  from  the  new  government. .e  tried       P  employees .that 

..     Jewish  owned  stores  would  endanger  the  Jobs  of  none Je  ^  ar€no, 

.  :    vandalism  would  involve  ^wish  insurance  companies  ^ 

in.  Jewish  manned  1^  minister  of  economics. 

Germany  etc.  etc.In  that  we  h«d  an  ally >  ^  ,n  gov^ent  gazette,. 

Fe  often  used  our  wording  in  his  directive  ,»  ,nemDers  endlessly 

&  ^  we  learned  those  hy  heart.Our  syndic!  and  other  staff 
wAwt  to  the  respective  a0encies 


ir  synaici  cuia  ^  

petitioning  for  relief  for  groups  or  indi- 


6. 

My  responsibilities  within  this  $jame  ^ere  Win  the  ambulatory  trade,,, 
owners  of  butchershopsi, grain  merchants  etc. It  all  depended  on  who  of  the 
C.V.  staff  had  encountered  what  problems  in  the  first  chaotic  weeks  and 
had  established  the  first  contacts  with  the  respective  Nazi  authorities. 
If  the  case  grew  to  major  proportions  one  of  the  olderJ^V.  officials 
accompanied  me.My  minor  successes    illustrate  our/str^eloyerall.For 
instance  our  ambulatory     merchants  were  driven  off  fair  grounds, 
rfe  worked  it  this  way  th -t  Jews  v/ere  allowed  to  display  their  ware  away  from 
the  general  fairgrounds  wheregood  Germans"  eo  Ipso  would  not  buy  from  them! 
Our  Jewish  clients  survived  .this  way  for  soB»  $iwe,w*Ach  indicates  that  the 
general  public  put  th«  prise  of  merchandise  over  Hazi  principle. In  Berlin  we 
we  even  got  permission  that  Jewish  traders  could  sell  their  ware  in  Jewish 
owned  vacant  lots, The^e  we  run  into  objections  from  the  Jewish  orthodoxy  where 
the  respective  grounds  already  had'  been  sanctioned  for  th«  erection  of  a 
synagogue  which  now    was  not  needed  anymore  ^& ;^w*sfy£6liojf  Who  did'. not)  gti&L 
a  permit       operate  was  allowed  to  work  for  Jewish  customers. The  same  -way 
out  w  s  used  for  a  Jewish  seamstress. In  addict*  to;some  income/these  people., 
at  least  had  some  protection  gainst  cJudd en  raids. Jewish  butchers  could  be 
warned  of  impending  -inspections" .Amp.  *uch  .information  had  been  dropped  t+s 
in  our  visits  to  a;  "Reich snaehr stand"  'office.' Ve  helped  a  Jewish  owned  hotel 
in  a  resort  „ith  the. temporary  removal  of  boycott  signs  pointing  out  that  onlK 
Jewish  guest  would* go.  there  lanyw^  etc.  e.tc.Tbe*  efforts  of  th^  C.V.  on  behalf 
of  Jewish  layers  and  physicians  are  reported  in  other  places.^ 
Our  Nazi  counterpart?  In'  such  negotiations  were  from  courteous  to  abusive. 
For  instance  a  »Reichsnaehrstand»of ficial  in  the. Uniform  of  an  S3  It. Colonel 
offered  a  chair, shofck  hands  etc;  Obviously  his  rank  put  him  above  suspicion 
On  the  other  hand  a  Hitlertyouth  leader  in  unifo^t  screamed  and  threatened 
me  with  concentration  camp  for-daring  to  complain  about  Nazi  activities. 
It  seemed  to  me  that '^ly^  farther  away  we  got  from  Berlin  the  more*Tocal 
authorites  were  impreaWd  with  the' <i*'>««**'-**  of  the  Ministry  of  Economics 
we  presented. 

Now  with  hindsight  the  question  often  gives  me  sleeplesb  nichts:Did  we  ^0 
right  by  prolonging  the  economic  life  of  Borne  Jews  in  Germany?Did  we  prevent' 
them  from  emigrating  when  the  going  was  still  possihle?Who*L8  to  b« the 

jud-e  of  that?Now  it  seems  doubtful  th.tiitler  himself  would  ha^allowed 
any  type  of  Jewish  survival. 


,'As  stated  [before  staff  members  of  .the  0>f.  frequently  travel^  intq.th^;,  J 
provinces  to  bring  solace, information  and  help  to  the  much  more  oppressed 
Jews  there. Aid  sometimes  consisted  ,9 f  bringing  food  parcels, because  local 
stores  did  nbt  s^ll  to  J ewV^  Berlin  th'dre  was  at  least  t^e  .Kulturbund  etc; 
In  the  provinces  everything  from  hotel  to  restaurant  had  the  infamous  signs: 

rtjews  are  not  allowed  on  premises!!  Our  meeting  place  ^as.  normally  a  synagogutf£' 
with  a  Gestapo  agent  present. Once  when  I  returned  to  Berlin  my  passport 
was  confiscated  bec-use  in  Marienburg/Westpr.  3-ihfad  said  in<©y  sermon  in  the 
synagogue  that  Jews  should  prepare  for  emigration. The  "prepare*'  was  objected 
to. One  area  on  such  excursions  was  different -.Upper  Silesia.  In  this  part  of 
Germany  a  plebiscite  had- taken  place  right  after  wbrld  war  I. For.  the  postf  s 
plebiscite  e2?a  the  League  of  Nations  had  imposed  certain  guarantees  of  human 
rights  and  Hitler  Geraany  fbr^^  there  was 

/in- boycott, no  -restriction  etc. To  tell  Jews  here  that  troubles  were  just  around 
the  corner  was  impossible, Ifc ;>-        single  caae^t  took  advantage^b^.this 

'  extraordinary  stotus^d  'sent  Jews  whose*  passport  was  confiscated  or  those 
'who  needed  some  "documentation" (marriage  certificates  in  wixed  marriages) 

a  to  "relatives"  in  Upper  Silebia. There  at  least  they  were  not  afraid  to  go  to 
the  police. 

Once  the  C.T.  sent  me, the  "unobtrusive"  young  man, to  Amsterdam, where  in  the 
Alfred  Wiener  library.  I  .dictaiie.d,  for  day*  from  --memory  the  stories  of  early 
Nazi  atrocities. The  arterial-  w^publisrf^utti^  a  fictitious  name. There  was 
danger, of  course,  in  4that  misoion^ince  I  ^returned  to  work  in  Berlin, 

All  in  all  my  seven  ye:rs  with: the  "Bund"  and  the  C.V.  gave  rae  spme  expertise 
in  Nazi  organization  and-personali^ies-.MucJi  later  as  a  US  soldier 'in  world 
war  II  I  could  put  this  knotf£  ifO  to  use  when  I  worked  as  an  Anti  Nazi*/ 
specialist  in  ThirdArmy  hdq.We  published  the  famous  "Nazi  Wanted  List"in 
Bamber^wT'sei^'a  Nazi  wanted  file, wit*,  file  cards  in  Preising.We  put 
together  a  library  including  telephbme' booksVin  wfc£ch  the  Nazis  were  listed 
with  rank  etc. These  were  used  extensively  by  military  intellegfnce.On  tni*.( 
job  I  ^1 so  had  personal^  contacts  with  such  former  Nazi  greats  as  Julius 
3treicher,Walther  Darre',Baldur  von  Schirach, Duke  of  Coburg  and  a  number  of 
SS  genrals.On  the  other  side  o£  the  coin  I  visited  Jewish  survivors  in  D.P. 
camps, helped  them  with  clothing, food , medicine. On  such  missions  I  worked, of 
course^with  other  Jewi^-.CLIs.Ihe  most  helpful  liaisqlif ^^®*^^;S|fWl  da^9 
'  was  chapl<Um( rabbi j  Klausner.Thert  are  many  stories  to  tell  and  memento©  to 

back  it  up. 


End  of  [In  Defense  of  Jewish 
Resistors]. 


